COVER LETTER – CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY

(Date)

Dear _____________ , (most effective is by name)

With all the ups and downs in the financial markets, many Episcopalians are turning to the church’s charitable gift annuity program to create a steady, dependable stream of lifetime income. They like knowing that every quarter or every month they will receive the same amount, year in and year out.

Gift annuity rates are also very attractive for older members of our church. You can receive as much a 6 to 10 percent for a two-life annuity and 6 to 11 percent for a single-life annuity.

Tax-Free Payments. Part of each annuity payment is tax-free. The tax-free portion of the annuity payment is considered “return of principal” and continues through the donor’s estimated life expectancy.

Income Tax Deduction. Because a charitable gift annuity is partly a gift and partly an investment in an annuity contract, the donor who itemizes is entitled to an income tax deduction for the gift portion of his or her annuity amount.

Fixed, Regular Payments. Your annuity payments will remain the same every year. Gift annuity payments are backed by the full assets of the Episcopal Church Foundation. You have assurance that your check will be in the mail, or direct deposited, every payment date for the rest of your life.

Perhaps the greatest benefit of a gift annuity is the personal fulfillment you receive by helping the church as well as yourself. Your gift annuity assures the future of the church, and makes a difference in the lives of others.

The enclosed brochure and response card provides information regarding charitable gift annuities and sample rates based on one life and two lives. If you would like a personal illustration of how a charitable gift annuity would benefit you, please fill out and return the enclosed response card today.

Yours in Christ,           

